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good — by those who are alien from them in religion, race and senti- 
ment." On the whole one may agree with the author that the British 
occupation of Egypt has been the most honorable episode in recent 
British history, and yet not much wonder that the English are not 

popular in Egypt. 

R. L. Schuyler. 

The Cyclopedia of American Government. Edited by ANDREW 
C. McLaughlin and Albert Bushnell Hart. New York, D. 
Appleton and Company, 1914. Three volumes. — xxxiii, 732, 773, 
785 PP- 

It is more than twenty years since Lalor's Cyclopadia came from the 
press ; and in that time not only has the value of its articles naturally 
declined, but interest in government has shifted more and more to the 
practical side. Owing to the mass of recent literature and the 
changes which have gradually manifested themselves in our political 
life, the need of a new and compact work of reference on American 
government is evident. Professor McLaughlin and Professor Hart 
have attempted to meet this need in a way which will probably give 
general satisfaction. Government is viewed by them in its compre- 
hensive sense, as embracing not only political and economic theory, 
historical development, international law and constitutional law, but 
also political practice ; and quite properly the emphasis has been laid 
upon this last aspect. Even the theoretical expositions have been 
written so as to carry practical implications and to promote, as theory 
should, a clearer iDsight into the meaning of actual conditions. The 
mechanical apparatus and the arrangement of material will also give 
satisfaction. There are more than 120 maps and charts, numerous 
statistical tables, an exhaustive index covering some eighty pages, and 
under each article cross-references to cognate articles and a short bib- 
liography. In settling the alphabetic arrangement of titles, however, 
the editors have not always been successful in following their avowed 
principle and using " the term which would naturally occur to the 
mind." Only a mind of peculiar prophetic vision would expect to 
find " Entangling Alliances " under " Entangling" or " Ratification 
of Treaties " under "Ratification." It must also be said that the 
plan of considering different phases of a subject in independent articles, 
while advantageous in most cases, has occasionally been carried too 
far. Thus there are articles on treaties, negotiation of treaties and 
ratification of treaties, written by different men and supplied with over- 
lapping bibliographies ; and, not without confusion to the reader, a 
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separate treatment of corrupt practices acts and publicity of party 
expenditures. 

In a work which embraces so many independent contributions and 
which attempts to furnish the latest information, some inaccuracies of 
statement, some defects in balance and proportion are certain to ap- 
pear. In this case the task of the editors was all the more exacting 
because, owing to delay in publication, detailed corrections had to be 
made in many of the articles. A casual reading of the Cyclopedia will 
reveal lapses here and there. We are told, for instance, that Vermont 
still holds September elections (II, 569); that the speaker is "a 
member ex officio of the committee on rules" (II, 633) ; and that 
Professor Stimson wrote in 1893 a work on comparative administrative 
law (II, 92). In the bibliographies, titles and dates are not always 
given correctly. Although difference of opinion may naturally arise as 
to the space which should be allotted to various subjects, it is hard to 
justify the apportionment of one page to " Governor of the State " and 
almost six pages to " Commission System of City Government ; " and 
it is equally hard to understand why any space whatever was conceded 
to " Ochlocracy." But though criticism may be offered on minor 
points, the volumes show generally the marks of careful and competent 
editorial supervision. 

The editors have also shown good judgment in the selection of con- 
tributors, of whom there are more than two hundred and fifty. For 
the most part they are recognized authorities, leading specialists in 
their particular fields; and no better guides could be offered than 
North on census statistics, Johnson on the regulation of express rates, 
Goodnow on administrative law, Goodwin on the civil service, Moore 
on extradition, Dewey on financial policy or Whinery on street pave- 
ments. There are also some less competent guides, but the list of 
eminent contributors is a long one and likely to inspire a confidence 
which closer inspection of the Cyclopedia will do little to modify. 

E. M. Sait. 



